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FOREIGN  NEWS  OH  APPLES 


FRUIT  DISTRIBUTION  THROUGH  SOUTHAMPTON 


Southampton* s  importance  as  a  point  for  distribution  of  American 
apples  has  "been  of  reoont  growth.    Daring  the  year  1S20  Simons  &  Company, 
Ltd.,  of  Glasgow,  with  other  asscoiates,  leased  a  quay  shed  at  Southampton, 
constructed  an  auction  sales  building  on  the  site,  and  inaugurated  periodic 
fruit  sales  to  buyers  of  the  South  of  England.    Prior  to  this  time  the  port 
had  been  identified  in  fruit  distribution  principally  v.ith  South  African 
deciduous  and  citrus  fruits,  this  being  the  terminus  of  the  Union  Castle 
Line  Mail  ships  from  Capetown. 

.  Southampton  itself  is  a  city  of  only  170,000  inhabitants,  but  it  is 
well  situated  midway  on  the  "foot"  of  England,  80  miles    from  London  and 
within  buying  reach  of  the  Midland  cities. 

2ho  rise  of  Southampton  to  importance  as  a  fruit  distributing  point 
has  boon  a  reversal  of  the  history  of  the  origin  of  all  European  major 
fruit  markets.     Importance  usually  has  boon  attained  through  the  importation 
and  sale  of  Mediterranean  citrus  fruits,  American  apples  and  other  fruits 
following  the  channels  thus  formed.     In  this  case  the  American  apple  was 
the  major  fruit,  Spanish  and  Jaffa  oranges  were  of  loss  importance.  At 
the  present  time  the  weekly  sales  of  citrus  fruits  at  Southampton  are  of 
good  volume 

Facilities  for  Fruit  Distribution. 

Four  factors  support  3o\ithampton*s  claim  to  growing  importance: 
(a)  transportation  services  with  America  that  surpass  any  other  port  in 
Europe;   (b)  port  facilities  that  enable  rapid  discharge  and  delivery,  and 
low  delivery  costs;   (c^  auction  sales  cat  the  dock,  and  (d)  railroad 
connections  with  points  in  its  natural  distributing  area  that  facilitate 
buyers  attendance  at  sales  and  make  possible  most  satisfactory  delivery 
service . 

In  addition  to  being  the  principal  European  port  of  call  for  the 
largest  liners  of  the  Cunard,  White  Star  and  United  States  Lines,  the  port 
is  served  by  direct  sailings  of  refrigerator  ships  from  Pacific  Coast  ports.- 
The  fast  ships  from  New  York  give  the  host  service  with  Atlantic  Coast  ports. 


Southampton  is  a  deep  water  port.    Ships  put  in- to  the  qia^TTithxmt 
being  locked  in  basin  docks,  as  is  the  case  in  other  British -ports.  Bail 
facilities  are  alongside  the  quays  and  she&s.  and  rapidr^aolivery  is  madew 
This  has  boon  essential -in  handling  the  soft  Oralis  -  from  South  Africa. 

The  auction  salesroom  which  is  very  adequate  and  practical  is  in  a 
specially  constructed  building  at  one  end  of  a  quay  shod  used  for  smaller 
vessels  from  the  Mediterranean*  only  a  fev;  hundred  yards  from  the  sheds 
used  by  the  large  liners  and  refrigerator  ships.     It  is  about  a  quarter-of- 
a-mile  from  the  cold  storage  plant  of  the  International  Cold  Storage  and 
Ice  Docks  Co.,  Ltd. 

The  docks  and  auction  salesroom  are  owned  by  the  Southern  Railway 
which  gives  excellent  service  to  London  and  has  good  connections  with  all 
points  in  Great  Britain.    The  port  also  has  good  water  connections  with 
other  European  ports. 

Aae  t  i  on  Lie  th  o  ds  <> 

Fruit  is  discharged,  sorted  and  classified  on  the  quay  (covered) 
samples  are  removed  to  the  shed  connected  with  the  salesroom;  and  during 
the  course  of  the  sale  are  shown,  in  the  salesroom  above  by  means  of  a 
double  alternating  lift. 

The  sales  are  advertised  throughout  Great  Britain  in  advance  and  are 
carried  on  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  at  Glasgow,  excepting  that  only  one- 
firm  of  brokers  does  the  selling. 

Barrels  are  classified  as  to  whether  they  are  tight,  have  a  shake  or 
are  slack,  and  samples  are  emptied  out  so  that  buyers  may  see  the  middle 
contents.    Vhen  boxed  apples  arrive  in  a  questionable  condition,  samples 
cf  these  are  also  emptied  cut. 

C:sts  of  Sales  in  S.nithampton. 

The  rate  of  commission  on  large  accounts  is  Z>fc 

Consolidated  handling  charges  are  as  fellows: 

Apples  in  boxes   lOd  { 2,0d ) 

"        in  barrels  ..................  l/6d.  ( 36c' t 

American  oranges  per  case..........  l/&d.(36^) 

Spanish         "        half  case  * . . .  l/4d»(32^) 

Southampton  as  a  Fort  for  London. 

Southampton  Is  handling  increasing  quantities  of  goods  whoso  destin- 
ation is  London,  both  on  account  of  the  longer  time  re.uired  for  ships  to- 
pass  up  the  Thames  Eiver  to  London,  and  because  of  the  distance  cf  the 
London  Locks  from  the  center  of  the  city.     The  steamship  companies  from  Now 
York  make  a  through  rate  to  London,  including  transfer  from  ship  to  train 
and  rail  delivery.     On  apples,   this  amounts  to  10 ^  per  box  and  30^  per 
barrel  over  the  ocean  rate.    As  this  includes  the  landing  charges  and  dock 


duos,  It  is  actually  cheaper  than  the  all-water  delivery. ---Thtq,  t'hrough  rate 
includes  the  privilege  of  diverting  from  Southampton  if  point  of.  destination, 
is  changed  during  transit. 

When  apples  are  bought  at  auction  in  Southampton       costs  2l/3d. 
($5.10)  por  ton  for  rail  and  cartage  to  London  addresses-    Shis. .amounts  to 
5«8d.  {lloSd}  per  box  and  l/5.5d«   (SSc'}  per  "barrel. 

Southampton  v.  London  On  I\et-  Leturns  to  Grower* 

T.'ith  present  charges  a  box  of  apples  sold  at  private  treaty  in  Govent 
Garden  for  13/'-  ($3.12)  may  be  sold  at  Southampton  for  12/6»9d.  ($3.02) 
with  equivalent  net  returns  to  the  grower. 

A  box  of  apples  similarly  sold  at  the  Monument  Market  in  London, 
with  direct  charges  applying,  may  be  sold  in  Southampton  for  12/0.7d.  (#2.85) 
with  equivalent  net  returns  to  the  grower.    These  examples  probably 
represent  the  range.     If  there  is  more  than  a  shilling  depression    in  the 
Southampton  market  it  may  be  taken  that  bettor  net  returns  would  result 
from  direct  shipments  to  London 0 

Buyers  in  the  provincial  cities  of  the  Midlands  then  buying  in 
Southampton  secure  delivery  to  the  railvay  cars  free.    Tnis  is  seldom  the 
case  in  London,    toils  has  a  tendency       make  these  buyers  bid  up  for  apples 
on  sale  in  Southampton. 

Gold  Storare  in  Southampton; 

Public  cold  storage  is  offered  by  the  Union  Cold  Storage  Company, 
Ltd.,  Armour  &  Qo,  Ltd. /and  the  International  Gold  Storage  &  Ice  Dock  Go. 
Ltd.    Eh©  two  former  companies  specialise  in  the  storage  of  meats,  pro- 
visions and  dairy  products,  while  the  last  mentioned  has  about  500,000 
c-u.  ft.  adopted  to  the  storage  of  fruits. 

These  facilities  are  admirably  suited  to  the  storage  of  fruits. 
They  are  situated  on  the  quay  and  electric  cranes  remove  the  fruit  from 
the" ship's  holds  and  place  it  on  the  top  floor  of  the  cold  storage  plant. 
The  rooms  are  cooled  by  cold  air  circulation,  each  room  having  its  own 
coil  room  and  fan.    Temperatures  are  maintained  to  suit  the  customer, 
32      being  recognized  as  standard. 

The  rates  ore  5d.  (10#)  per  box  for  the  1st  28  days,  and  Id.  (2^) 
per  box  for  each  week  thereafter.  No  rates  have  been  quoted  on  barreled 
apples. 

The  rate  on  oranges  is  9d.  per  box  for  the  first  20  days  and  2§d. 
per  box  for  each  week  thereafter,  not  to  exceed  9d.  per  month. 

The  above  rates  include  receiving,  piling  and  delivering. 
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Oranges  and  Crane  Fruit  in  Southampton. 

Southampton  is  supplied,  with  oranges  from  Spain,  Jaffa  and,  in  the 
sinner  season,  from  South  Africa.    Since  tho  "war  the  increase  in  shipments 
from  Jaffa  has  supplied  the  winter  markets  with  a  superior  fruit  so  -chat 
there  aro  practically  no  openings  for  fancy  citrus  during  the  winter  months . 
During  the  svmmnr  months  the  outlet  for  California  oranges  is  oven  more 
restricted  than  in  other  British  markets,   since  this  is  the  port  of  discharge 
for  regular  shipments  from  South  Africa,  with  prices  lower  than  in  any  other 
European  port ♦ 

A  portion  of  the  South  African  deciduous  and  citrus  fruits  arriving 
at  this  port  are  distributed  in  a  manner  novel  in  Great  Britain.    One  firm, 
"built  up  for  the  distribution  of  English  lorries  grown  in  this  region,  have 
a  selected    list  of  commission  agents  throughout  the  Kingdom  to  whom  they 
divide  the  consignments  according  to  the  demands  of  the  markets »  These 
firms  return  account:  sales  tc  the  Southampton  firm.    These  net  returns  are 
shown  in  their  account  sales  to  the  grower  or  shipper,  less  their  commission 
vtoich  in  some  instances  is  a  per  package  charge  and  in  other  3$.  The 
advantages  claimed  aro :    economies  in  distribution  -  as  they  make  no  profit 
in  handling  charges-  and  the  holding  up  of  prices  by  regulating  supplies. 
Only  limited  attempts  have  boon  made  at  handling  American  apples 

There  is,  however,  an  increasing  demand  for  grape  fruit  which  is 
being  partially  met  by  small  shipment  from  .Few  York  and  partially  from 
supplies  bought  in  London.    Until  the  people  of  England  become  more  familiar 
with  the  use  of  this  fruit  Southampton  will  not  offer  inducements  for  large 
consignments  of  grape  fruit. 

Demand  and  Competition^ 

The  Midland  section  of  England  as  well  as  London  looks  upon  the  small- 
sized  apple  with  more  favor  than  the  Worth  of  England  and  Scotland.  Feeding 
those  markets,  Southampton  realizes  cotter  values  on  small  sizes,  -  186 
tc  234  -  than  any  market  in  Europe.    This  does  not  mean,  cf  course,  that 
tho  market  discriminates  against  133'. 3  and  175 fs,  nor  that  it  will  pay  as 
much  for  the  very  small  sizes  as  it  will  for  larger  fruit. 

During  the  period  cf  English  and  Continental  supplies,  Southampton 
is  a  poor  market  for  apples  that  are  fit  for  cooking  purposes,  but  after 
homo  supplies  are  cleaned  up,  that  is  during  January  tc  April,  it  furnishes 
a  good  outlet  for  such  varieties  as  E.I.  Greening,  Ben  Davis,  Heme  Beauty, 
and  Baldwin.      Tho  demand  for  cooking  apples  is  not  limited  to  small  sizes, 
tho  larger  apples  being  preferred  for  dumplings,  tarts,  etc. 

The  South  of  England  furnishes  a  better  outlet  for  Yellow  ITow towns 
and  Albemarles  than  Scotland  and  tho  ITorth  of  England,  but  there  is  a  grow- 
ing preference  for  rod  apples.    The  Jonathan,  when  in  good  condition,  is 
probably  the  most  popular  apple  that  comes  into  this  market. 
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Romarks  in  Conclusion. 

Statements  raa&o  by  fruit  buyers  in  the  l&idlahds  (Birmingham) 
indicate  that  Southampton  is  a  popular  source  "Of  supply  for  American 
apples.    Speed  and  lower  costs  of  delivery  as  well  as  fairly  regular 
supplies    have  caused  this  favorable  fooling  to  grow.    By  paying  the  same 
price  in  Southampton  as  in  London  those  buyers  have  found  that  the  purchases 
made  in  the  former  market  mean  several  pence  per  bo;:  saving  to  them  by  the 
time  the  fruit  is  delivered  to  their  doers.    These  buyers  mostly  secure 
their  supplies  from  Southampton  by  commissioning  a  Southampton  buyer  to 
make  their  purchases,  and  they  always  give  attention  to  this  source, 
provided  prices  are  in  line. 

The  liondon  Yiholesaler  has  been  slow  to  recognize  Southampton 
"but  has  fallen  into  line,  owing  to  the  fact  that  certain  brands  have  been 
offered  at  this  point  which  he  is  desirous  of  having  in  stock.    The  London 
outlet,  coupled  with  the  demand  from  the  pro's  ncial  markets,  has  kept 
values  in  Southampton  in  line  with  other  British  markets  and  together  they 
have  given  Southampton  an  advantage  not,  found  in  "pocket  markets". 

Prom  the  view  of  the  American  shipper  Southampton  nay  be  looked 
upon  favorably  for  apple  distribution.    It  is  the  logical  point  of  dis- 
tribution for  much  of  the  South  of  England,  with  the  great  outlet  of  London 
always  in  the  background  as  a  regulator  of  values  during  periods  of  over- 
supply. 

As  a  point  for  the  cold  storage  of  excess  consignments  it  occupies 
a  first  rank  position,  with  its  good  cold  storage  facilities,  moderate 
rates  and  its  advantages  for  distributing  to  a  largo  consuming  area. 


EJ&7IIT  SHI  OH 
Sijecialist  in  Foreign  IJarketing 


